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Preface

The Economic Forum in Krynica, a moun-
tain resort in the south of Poland close to
the historic city of Krakow, has now been
held for fifteen successive years. This year,
nearly a hundred discussion panels were
attended by roughly 1600 participants from
40 countries. The presidents of Lithuania
and Poland, and the prime ministers of
Slovakia and Poland were among the
guests. Present were also ministers, mem-
bers of parliament, the heads of central
institutions, stock exchanges and banks,
company CEQOs, and artists. The debates
of the biggest forum in Central and Eastern
Europe were reported by journalists from
more than 80 media organizations.

XV Economic Forum was held in the year
of the silver jubilee of Solidarity. Twenty-
five years ago, shipyard workers in Gdansk,
led by Lech Watesa, fought for liberty and
solidarity. The Solidarity uprising in Poland
eventually brought about the collapse of
the Berlin Wall and the velvet revolutions
in the countries of people’s democracies,
the Rose Revolution in Georgia, and the
Orange Revolution in Ukraine, leading to
the demise of the post-Yalta order in Europe.

Europe — in the name of solidarity — needs
stable and organized development. A Euro-
pe that is more than just a common market;
a Europe that is open to diversity and
uniqueness, has been and certainly will
be for a long time to come the pride of all
the residents of the continent. This is true,
even if Europe in recent years has
become more an area of economic well-
being than solidarity, especially from the
eastern European perspective.

Today, when the world economy is under
pressure from globalization, a question
of fundamental significance is raised for
Europeans: Can such a Europe compete
effectively with the world’s economic giants?
The answer is simple: The European Union
has no choice today. We can be either
competitive, or we will no longer be an
important player in the world’s politics

Zygmunt Berdychowski
Chairman of the Programme Council of the Economic Forum

and economy. This, in turn, raises anoth-
er very important problem, related to the
further enlargement of the European Union:
Will subsequent enlargements decrease
or increase the opportunities for the EU
in global competition? Especially from
the perspective of the new EU member
states, the answer to this question must
be positive. To convince the states of the
old EU that the enlargement process
should be continued, especially with
Ukraine, is perhaps the most important
task faced by the states that became EU
members a year ago.

Today, the European Union is confronted
with the most difficult challenges it has
faced for many years, including both
global competition and an internal crisis.
| hope that in our debates during the
Economic Forum in Krynica, we have ma-
naged to point out directions that should
be followed by the common Europe.
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